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The study of the mythological systems of ancient nations has revealed many
curious and unlooked-for facts and correspondences. It has been made apparent,
in the first place, that those mythologies had their origin in primitive ideas about
the movements of the heavenly bodies, the variations of day and night , summer
and winter, and other natural phenomena, which were in time, through the
modification of human ideas, transformed into the doings of a throng of deific
beings. The worshippers did not know whence came their gods. We, who can
approach the subject without prejudice and bigotry, and to whom mythology has
ceased to be sacred, can easily trace their origin, and point out nearly every step
of their unfoldment. It has become evident, in the second place, that a close
affinity exists between the mythological ideas of different and often widely
separated countries, the resemblance extending not only to their broader
features, but in some cases to their mind or details of dogma and belief.
(Titcomb, 1889 : 13-14)
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@ ezrged 97 | “The Buddha did not deny the gods, therefore, but believed
that the ultimate reality of nirvana was higher than gods.” (Armstrong, 1993 : 43)
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